
Mystras 
Centre of Byzantine culture
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View on part of Mystras
In the centre Palace of the Despot, left 
under the church of Ayia Sophia, on the 
right the small church of Evangelistria, 
Ayioi Theodoroi church and right above 
the Hodegetria (Afentiko) church.

Greek history in pictures
The volumes of this series are designed for everyone who wishes to orient in short time on one or more 
aspects of Greek history, especially through visual sources. Our target groups are tourists, pupils of secon-
dary schools, students, teachers and everyone else who is interested in short introductions in aspects of the 
fascinating history of the Greek people.
This series will present the history of Greece from prehistoric times to the present in small pictorial volumes. 
Every year some volumes will be published on internet. See page 23 for available volumes, summer 2015.
Contributions of anyone who is interested in the Greeks and their history are appreciated (see page 18).
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Church of Evangelistria 
Small church of Evangelistria, which functioned 
as a cemetery chapel, built probably beginning 
15th century

Evangelistria Chapel
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Metropolis church east side
The church of the metropolite or archbishop was 
dedicated to St. Demetrios, a Christian martyr of the 
early 4th century AD.

Metropolis
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Gate Metropolis complex 
The gate entering the Metropolis complex. 

On the floor in the church is a carving of the Byzantine double eagle, 
believed to mark the spot on which Constantine XI stood to be 

crowned as emperor in January 1449. After that he leaved to Constan-
tinople to fight the Turks; he died during one of these fights.

Niche near the 
gate of the Metro-
polis complex 
Niche with fresco 
near the gate enter
ing the Metropolis 
complex: Bishop 
slaughtered by Turks 
as a punishment for 
a citizen’s revolt in 
1760.
In the church more 
frescoes, most of 
them has been 
preserved. 
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Ayioi Theodori church

Ayioi Theódori church 
Ayioi Theódori church, built be-
tween 1296 and 1310, dedicated 
to military saints.
Built on the model of the Daphne 
monastery near Athens.
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To readers who want to participate

If you live in Greece, visit Greece, or if you are particularly interested in 
the history of (a part of) Greece and you will delve thoroughly into the 
history of one or more monuments or subjects and write a volume in 
this series or contribute to, then you are invited to contact the editors 
of our series Greek history in pictures.
Each volume consists of 20 to 30 pages, one or two pictures on each 
page with comments. At the end a brief historical overview, to place 
the pictures in a historical context. Each author uses as much as possi-
ble own photographs and royalty free pictures.

Greek history in pictures

Every year new volumes will be published. Below we mention only 
volumes planned for 2015.

Prehistoric Greece

•	 Nestor’s palace

Ancient Greece

•	 Delphi - meeting point of the Greeks

•	 Acropolis - creators and attackers

•	 Agora and Pnyx - democracy in Athens

Byzantine and Turkish empire

•	 Paleokastra in Pylos - Franks, Venetians and Turks

•	 Neokastro in Pylos - from Turkish castle to tourist attraction

•	 Mystras - centre of Byzantine culture

Early modern Greece

Modern Greece




